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English summaries

Y. Grossman subjects the story of Yaacov's struggle with the angel to a
literary analysis, uncovers its meaning and explicates its location within the
Biblical narrative. In his opinion, the struggle is meant to indicate to Yaacov
that God's promise to him in the dream of the ladder has been fulfilled, and to
spur him to fulfill his vow.

Z. Ehrlich, who specializes in Biblical geography, identifies the place-
names "Nakhon" (1 Samuel 23,23), "Goren Nakhon" (2 Samuel 6,6), "Peretz
Uzza" (2 Samuel 6,8), and "Gan Uzza" (2 Kings 21,18) as a single location on
the border of Yehuda and Binyamin on the water divide, and uses this
identification to explain several biblical passages.

E. Samett presents a literary structural analysis of the story of Eliyyahu
and the messengers of Ahazyahu (2 Kings 1) and explicates its meaning. In his
opinion, the story reflects a struggle between the word of God and the prophet
and the word of the king.

Y. Brandes discusses the issue of "peshat" commentary, and the
educational ramifications of the commentary. The discussion revolves around
those stories dealing with the sins of Biblical heroes and their explication in
Rabbinic Literature. He argues that there is no single correct interpretation;
rather, each commentator brings his own method, and each verse can be
explained in many ways, "as a hammer shatters the rock". The anlysis must
deal with the underlying ethical assumptions and educational implications.
The article is critical of the position presented by Y. Medan, "Megillat Bat-
Sheva" (Megadim 18-19).

The section of Responses and Comments opens with Y. Medan's
response to Y. Brandes. Other responses refer to the relationship of "peshat"
and "derash" in the verse "an eye for an eye" (M. Breuer, "An Eye for an Eye,"
Megadim 24). M. Ben Yashar argues that the Rabbinic explanation can be
understood as "peshat," and M. Breuer disagrees and responds.
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