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.expectations” (K. Koch, ‘Ezra and the Origins of Judaism’, JSS 19, 1974, p. 184)
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The books of Ezra and Nehemiah are fundamentally characterized by ambiguity. There
is a mood of thankfulness, related to a belief that prophecy has been fulfilled in the
return from exile (Ezra I 1), together with a strong feeling that the present

circumstances of the community cannot represent God’s full purpose for it.4!
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