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The Description of the Fate of Jerusalem and the
Crusader Kingdom in the Chronicles of the Roman
Emperor Frederick 11

Shlomo Lotan

One of the events that affected the history of Jerusalem during the Crusader
period, in the first half of the 13" century, was the journey of the Roman
Emperor Frederick Il and his coronation in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
in March 1229. The emperor arrived in Jerusalem for one day only, but was
still able to visit, feel the experience, and resolve a number of military and
political crises.

These topics, and particularly the emperor's attitude to the Kingdom and
its leaders, have gained scholars attention, but very little research has been
done regarding the emotional aspect of the Emperor’s attitude towards
Jerusalem.

In this lecture, | present a different perspective on the events of that period.
I would like to point out the emperor's spiritual attitude to Jerusalem and
describe his feelings regarding the loss of the holy city due to its fall into
enemy hands in 1244. All these appeared in a series of chronicles and
documents from the same period in the Middle Ages. It is apparent that these
documents describe a different, unique perspective regarding the Emperor's
feelings, particularly in relation to the suffering and loss of Jerusalem during
the Crusader period.

Between the Bridge and the Strawberry Tree — The
Jewish Cemetery in Jerusalem in the 16th Century

Eyal Davidson

During the early Ottoman period, Jerusalem’s Jewish community lived as a
tolerated minority, inferior to the Muslim population. The Jews enjoyed a
protégé-like standing that gave them relative security, but did not prevent their
legal and status-related humiliation, and they regularly suffered from
discrimination and harassment.
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The history of the Jewish cemetery at that time mirrors this situation. Our
research indicates changes in the cemetery area and challenges involved in its
operation, a reflection of the demographic, historical and political events and
processes experienced by the Jews of Jerusalem in the 16th century.

The research will be based on documents, legal certificates and period
maps (already published), and will assess the geographic perspectives of the
cemetery’s borders in comparison with contemporary reality on the site. The
study will place historical events associated with the cemetery against the
backdrop of the historical realities of the city at that time, and will highlight
the connection between them.

The Travelogue of R. Moses Basola in the Beginning of
Ottoman Rule as a Source for the History of Jerusalem
and its Jewish Community

Abraham David

Moses Basola (1480-1560) an Italian Jewish sage, descended from a French
family. He lived in several different cities in central and northern Italy. In 1535
or shortly thereafter, Basola received rabbinical ordination from R. Azriel
Diena in Sabionetta. He then moved to Ancona and headed the Yeshiva
(Jewish academy) there and also served as the Rabbi of the district of Marche.

Basola’s interests were not restricted to the rabbinic sphere and Kabbalah
(Jewish mysticism). He was also involved in financial ventures. In 1560 he
departed from Italy to the Land of Israel by sailing via Venice. He settled in
Safed where he died in the same year at the age of eighty.

From 1521 to 1523 Basola made an extended pilgrimage to the Land of
Israel. His informative diary in Hebrew recounts his journey by sea from
Venice to Tripoli (Western Syria) proceeding southward overland via the
coastal road to Safed. His goal was to visit the venerated sites in the land from
north to south. A scientific edition was published by I. Ben-Zvi in 1938 and a
revised edition was put out by A. David in 1999. Basolas’s itinerary has been
translated into Spanish, French, English, Italian and Czech.

Basola visited Jerusalem twice. His first visit lasted for three weeks, from
Monday, the 11th of Kislev (11 November) until the 1st of Tevet (1 December)
1521. He then proceeded south to Hebron, less than a day’s journey away,
noting Hebron’s small Jewish presence, only eight or ten households. He



