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THE HASIDIC SERMON:
BETWEEN YIDDISH AND HEBREW

Abstract: Hasidism was essentially an oral movement, which spread its teach-
ings using the Yiddish language (sermons and stories). The vast majority of early
Hasidic leaders elected not to transcribe their own teachings, and it was common
throughout the early vears of the movement for a Rebbe’s homilies to be recorded
and published by his disciples. The written versions may have been edited, short-
ened, expanded and perhaps even censored before publication. This effect is
intensified by the fact that with very few exceptions these written accounts were
published in Hebrew and thus translated from the Yiddish, the original vernacular
in which the addresses were given. The rift between the language of the sermons’
delivery and that in which they were written down makes Hasidic books even more
difficult to study.

This article points out the gap between oral Hasidic sermons (in Yiddish) and
the Hebrew textual layer. It further emphasizes that scholars of Hasidism be mind-
ful of the unavoidable divergences between Hebrew and Yiddish, between orality
and textuality and consider the consequence of the transmission of ideas from
a teacher to his disciples. These are all vectors of change governing the formation
of Hasidic literature.

Keywords: Hasidism, Orality, Textuality, Yiddish, Hebrew, Sermon, Translation.



Aaunnass Peiizep,
Axademuneckuii xornedw Lipama u Koredwe Lllares

XACHACKAS ITPOITOBEAb:
MEJKAY UAUIIEM U UBPUTOM

Pesione: Xacuiusm ObUT TIO CYIIECTBY YCTHBIM JIBH)KEHHEM, KOTOPOE Pacipo-
CTPaHWJIO CBOM YVUEHHUS ¢ MCHOIb30BanueM uuina. [logarimsonee GOILIMHCTBO
paHHUX XaCH/ICKHUX JIUJIECPOB MPEANIOYUTAIN HE NEPEIUCHIBATL CBOH YUCHHS U KaK
MIPAaBHJIO MEepBOE BpeMsl ObITOBaHUA XacHU3Ma IIPOHOBE/M pede 3alMChIBAIN €ro
VUICHHKH. ITucemennsie BapuaHTbl MOIJIH OBITH U3/[aHbl, YKOPOYCHBL, PACIIIMPCHLI U,
BO3MOJKHO, JIaXKC IICH3Y PUPOBAHLIL 1ICPC/] II}’GJIP!KEII[MCﬁ. ITH NTUCHMEHHBIC BCPCHH
ObUIN ()Il_\'GJIHI«)BaHbl Ha UBPHUTEC, COOTBECTCTBCHHO IICPECBC/ICHLI € H/IHIIIA, HCXO/HOIO
POJHOIO A3bIKA. Paxp},m MCHTY A3BIKOM le()IlOBC;[Cﬁ H A3BIKOM (])anauuu JieiacT
XACHJICKHC KHHI'U ooiee llpOﬁJIC.\la’l‘l{‘IthMH JUIS U3V HCHMSL AB’I‘Op HOMCPKUBACT, 4TO
VHCHBIC UCCJIC/IOBATCIIN XaCH/(M3Ma JIOJDKHBI IIOMHHUTEL O HEN30EKHOM PacCXoiJICHUHN
MEIK/Ty HBPUTOM H HJTHIIEM.

B npezacrasiaennoii crarbe uccaeyercs pa3pbiBLI MEKIY VCTHOM XacHcKou
IPONOBE/ILIO (Ha W/IHINE) U TEKCTY ATLHBIM HAILIaCTOBAHUEM Ha UBPHTE.

Knioueswie croea: XacujausM, TEKCTYalbHOCTh, WJIUIN, UBPHUT, MPOIOBE/Ib,
IIEPEBO/L.
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Moshe Idel, Absorbing Perfections: Kabbalah 83 mpoN1WN nynns mmonn by!
and Interpretation, New Haven 2002, pp. 470-481; Justin Jaron Lewis, /magining
Holiness: Classic Hasidic Texts in Modern Times, Montreal and Kingston 2009, pp.
93-95; Glenn Dynner, Men of Silk: The Hasidic Conquest of Polish Jewish Society,
.Oxford 2006, pp. 199-211

Moshe Idel, “Modes of Cleaving to the Letters in the Teachings of Israel W *
.Baal Shem Tov: A Sample Analysis’, Jewish History 27 (2013), pp. 299-317
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David Assaf, *Hasidism: Historical Overview’, The Yivo Encyclopedia of®
Jews in Eastern Europe (http: //7www.yivoencyclopedia.orgrarticle.aspx/Hasidism/
(Historical_Overview

Marcin : W7 ,NIVY YUNin NN 9NN NININD 19PN NTONN MM Dy ?
Wodzinski, *Space and Spirit: On Boundaries, Hierarchies and Leadership in
Hasidism’, Journal of Historical Geography 53 (2016), pp. 6374
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Wallace Chafe : "on100p0n 5110 SNOINIIND NN NN DINI2N DO TIO DIPNN INA 16
and Deborah Tannen, “The Relation Between Written and Spoken Language’, Annual
Review of Anthropology, 16 (1987), pp. 383-407; David R. Olson, ‘From Utterance to
Text: The Bias of Language in Speech and Writing’, Harvard Educational Review, 47
(1977), pp. 257-281; Walter J. Ong, Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the
N PNVIY N WP MY NN SV pnan apnY Jord, London and New York, 1982
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Deborah Tannen, “The Commingling of Orality and Literacy in Giving a Paper at a
©pOIWN 0PN NI M. Scholarly Conference’, American Speech 63 (1998), pp. 3443
MYAT: NINOM NNONN NYIT, 2N INY : 1HIP TONINN MM INNIND 1NN 1PN
Idem, *Oral Preaching and Written Sermons in ; Y'vn ©5w17 ;017 %2 DIV
the Middle Ages’, Furopean Journal of Jewish Studies 9, 1 (2015), pp. 85-99; Marc
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DIANIN, TN NIYI VITTI W INDIY PN NYIIN DY : VN DINY 217 NIY 9D 107200
5y NDH1HIANON SN MAVNHD MOYNY IMDYNA DN DY OIIPN DY [ 0Y] NnTPn ,0Hen
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Arthur Green “Three Warsaw Mystics’, Jerusalem Studies in Jewish thought ¢
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NN 17* /Yy, DY INT TIY . T7aN MO0 M7 NMOY WOIXRHN TN YV W man
WOV N OTVIRTN SN 0NN NTIPIN,INPPI DY INDON NX P DY NP NN 33
Piekarz [...] views this as the essential’ : NPT TN I8N NRMP NORNION NP 0D
purpose of the idea of the “inner point™: it served as a strategy to continue to claim the
loyalty of Jews who in their outward lives were no longer loyal to tradition. I would
lend greater weight to the fact that the inner point is found throughout nature, not
just in the Jewish soul (a point acknowledged but not emphasized by Piekarz), and
would see the nequdah penimit chiefly as the basis on which R. Judah Leib sought
to construct a mystical or neo-BeSHTian theology for an age that had little patience
idem, 7he :2 ©2711 YW Nann W ; “for the complexities of Kabbalistic language
.Language of Truth, pp. XXx11-XXXiX
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