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TH E H A SID IC  SERM ON: 
BETW EEN Y ID D ISH  A N D  H EBREW

Abstract: Hasidism was essentially an oral movement, which spread its teach-
ings using the Yiddish language (sermons and stories). The vast majority of early 
Hasidic leaders elected not to transcribe their own teachings, and it was common 
throughout the early years of the movement for a Rebbe’s homilies to be recorded 
and published by his disciples. The written versions may have been edited, short-
ened, expanded and perhaps even censored before publication. This effect is 
intensified by the fact that with very few exceptions these written accounts were 
published in Hebrew and thus translated from the Yiddish, the original vernacular 
in which the addresses were given. The rift between the language of the sermons’ 
delivery and that in which they were written down makes Hasidic books even more 
difficult to study.

This article points out the gap between oral Hasidic sermons (in Yiddish) and 
the Hebrew textual layer. It further emphasizes that scholars of Hasidism be mind-
ful of the unavoidable divergences between Hebrew and Yiddish, between orality 
and textuality and consider the consequence of the transmission of ideas from 
a teacher to his disciples. These are all vectors of change governing the formation 
of Hasidic literature.

Keywords: Hasidism, Orality, Textuality, Yiddish, Hebrew, Sermon, Translation.
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Даниэль Рейзер,
Академический колледж Цфата и Колледж Шалем

ХАСИДСКАЯ  ПРОПОВЕДЬ : 
МЕЖДУ  ИДИШЕМ  И  ИВРИТОМ

Резюме: Хасидизм был по существу устным движением, которое распро-
странило свои учения с использованием идиша. Подавляющее большинство 
ранних Хасидских лидеров предпочитали не переписывать свои учения и как 
правило первое время бытования Хасидизма проповеди ребе записывали его 
ученики. Письменные варианты могли быть изданы, укорочены, расширены и, 
возможно, даже цензурированы перед публикацией. Эти письменные версии 
были опубликованы на иврите, соответственно переведены с идиша, исходного 
родного языка. Разрыв между языком проповедей и языком фиксации делает 
хасидские книги более проблематичными для изучения. Автор подчеркивает, что 
ученые исследователи хасидизма должны помнить о неизбежном расхождении 
между ивритом и идишем.

В представленной статье исследуется разрывы между устной хасидской 
проповедью (на идише) и текстуальным напластованием на иврите.

Ключевые слова: Хасидизм , текстуальность, идиш, иврит, проповедь, 
перевод.
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purpose of the idea of the “inner point”: it served as a strategy to continue to claim the 
loyalty of Jews who in their outward lives were no longer loyal to tradition. I would 
lend greater weight to the fact that the inner point is found throughout nature, not 
just in the Jewish soul (a point acknowledged but not emphasized by Piekarz), and 
would see the nequdah penimit chiefly as the basis on which R. Judah Leib sought 
to construct a mystical or neo-BeSHTian theology for an age that had little patience 
idem, The : !  O’H ^  ^V Л !Г1Л  1NH ; ‘for the complexities of Kabbalistic language

.Language o f  Truth, pp. xxxii-xxxix 
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