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ARNST H. KANTOROWICZ, THE KING'S TWO BODIES: A STUDY IN MEDIAEVAL POLITICAL 13
.THEOLOGY 96-97 (1957)

“Thenotion of corpus mysticumsignified, inthefirst place, thetotality of Christian society 14
in its organological aspects: a body composed of head and members. This interpretation
remained valid throughout the later Middle Ages until early modern times, even after the
notion had been applied, by transference, to smaller group of society. In addition, however,
corpus mysticum acquired certain legal connotations; it acquired a corporational character
.(209 'mya ,0w) signifying a ‘fictitious' or ‘juristic’ person”

“[T]heimperial judge John of Viterbo[...] (about 1238) [...] extracted from RomanLaw 15
not only the customary passage according to which judges were quasi-priests, but also
passages inferring that ‘the judge is hollowed by the presence of God', or that ‘in al legal
mattersthejudgeissaid, nay, believed to be God with regard to men’, whereby the fact that
the judge administered a sacramentum, the oath, and had a copy of Holy Scripture on his
table, served — or was pressed to serve—the purpose of exalting thejurist-priest religiously.
Distinctions, antitheses, parallelisms, and adaptations such asthese, repeated over and over
again, were contributivein creating the new holiness of the secular stateand its* mysteries’,
and therefore have an importance far beyond the mere effort of halowing the legal
profession, or placing legal science on equal footing with theology, or of comparing legal
bW Ayswnb nIon»nn L(123—122 ‘'mya ,ow) procedure with the rites of the church”
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“Thetotality of beliefs and sentiments common to the average membersof asociety forms 26
a determinate system with a life of its own. It can be termed the collective or common
consciousness. Undoubtedly the substratum of this consciousness does not consist of a
single organ. By definitionit isdiffused over society asawhole, but nonethel ess possesses
specific characteristics that make it a distinctive reality. In fact it is independent of the
particular conditions in which individuals find themselves. Individuals pass on, but it
abides. It is the same in north and south, in large towns and in small, and in different
professions. Likewise it does not change with every generation but, on the contrary, links
successive generations to one another. Thus, it is something totally different from the
consciousnesses of individuals, athough it is only realised in individuas. It is the
psychological type of society, one which has its properties, conditions for existence and
mode of development, just as individua types do, but in a different fashion” (EMILE
.DURKHEIM, THE DIVISION OF LABOUR IN SOCIETY 38-39 (1984))
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