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“A necessary being is the same as a :7*32% Y¥X 03 WIION2 YD MNILINT AN
being from whose essence existence follows... such that for it not to exist would imply a
contradiction, and so would conflict with the concept or essence of this being.” (Dec. 1676,
AX 723275 0°nydY (A Definition of God, or, of an Independent Being, A 6.3 583, PDSR 107
PMYI IR 72 PR RN NYPRT 70937 71D DY NDWNIRT AN PW 7 7073 Ivn
TPP0YIY) MWOR 19K PRI AWM DX "YKWY Awyn? X L(Parkinson 1992, xx) MI0IKT YW
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.(Lenzen 2017, 92-94)
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on® .15 April 1676, On Truths, the Mind, God, and the Universe, A 6.3 510-511, PDSR 63 °
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PAXN 191 MRD DI TIWYVIW 1673, Confessio Philosophi, A 6.3. 127-128, S 55-57 10
mwnn 7T Il “kalr mneeb 1ay PV YOI WY PRI AT hEl oy Poa7h
“A real definition is one according to which it is established that :23w %0 (77°no nY2wn)
the defined thing is possible, and does not imply a contradiction. For if this is not established
for a given thing, then no reasoning can safely be undertaken about it, since if it involves a
contradiction, the opposite can perhaps be concluded about the same thing with equal right.
And this was the defect in Anselm’s demonstration, revived by Descartes, that a most perfect
or greatest being must exist, since it involves existence. For it is assumed without proof that a
most perfect being does not imply a contradiction; and this gave me the occasion to recognize
what the nature of a real definition is.” (ca. 1686-1688, A Specimen of Discoveries, A 6.4 1617,

LLC 305-307)
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December 1675, Letter to Oldenburg, GM 1 83-84, L 165-166 1!
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“Hence it is useful to have definition :2X7 33 112 TWpA2 NPWHR A3 7132 77 77”5
involving the generation of a thing, or if this is impossible, at least its constitution, that is a
method by which the thing appears to be producible or at least possible. I have already used
this observation in the past to examine the imperfect demonstration which Descartes proposed
of the existence of God [...]. But to make this demonstration rigorous, the possibility must
first be proved. Obviously we cannot build a secure demonstration of any concept unless we
know that this concept is possible, for from impossibles or concepts involving contradictions
contradictory propositions can be demonstrated. This is an a priori reason why possibility
is a requisite in a real definition” (16797 On Universal Synthesis and Analysis, or the Art of
NSWIAT MW AR ,JWRA2 AW °DD .(Discovery and Judgment, G VII 294, L 230-231
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“The number of all numbers is a contradiction, i.e., there is no idea of it; for otherwise it 1®
would follow that the whole is equal to the part, or that there are as many numbers as there
are square numbers. The most rapid motion is an impossible concept [...] Since the number
of all numbers is a contradiction, it is evident that all intelligible things cannot constitute a

whole.” (Dec. 1675, On Mind, the Universe, and God, A 463, PDSR 7)

“All things which are, will be, and have been, constitute a whole.” (A 464, PDSR 7) 7
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everything, and this kind of infinite is in God, since he is all one; for in him are contained the
requisites for existing of all the others.” (Feb. 1676, On Spinoza’s Ethics, and on the Infinite, A
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