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Shalom Uverachah

I am delighted to be here for the Yemai Iyun Tanakh. It is a real treat every year, even though we are
pnunfortunately distanced this year — physically but not socially — we feel connected. We pray that ivaTen nn
and that we will be back in person next yearja1pn nnn 'mn'ont 7' NRENNT NR A1 DIPIR
I was asked to give a shiur about Hurban, but really this is a class about Binyan, rebuilding, Teshuva.
We frequently experience the 3 weeks and Tisha BAv as a close, an end, a finale. But I recall being surprised
one year, on Tisha BAv to see a rabbinic friends’ FB post: 7 weeks to Rosh Hashanna. Sometimes, when
something is broken, we can see new life emerge, sometimes destruction allows us to break the ways of the
past, and to build anew. That is what we shall discuss today.
Let us introduce Menashe. He is, by the testominy of Sefer Melakhim, the worst, most sinful king of Yehuda:
Please see source
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So here we see the phenomenal Avoda Zara that Menashe instigated.
He is farmed as like Achav, like the nations whom God dispossessed before Am Yisrael — giving that
foreboding note, contained throughout the Torah, that if we behave, if we conduct ourselves like the pagan
nations, we too will suffer their fate - exile and ruin.
Of course, Menashe’s father was a tzaddik - King Hizkiyahu - but his son was the worst. See here he builds
pagan altars in the Temple.
But it gets worse
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Sacrificing your son to Molech seems to be the epitome of a capitulation to idolatrous norms
God swiftly warns him
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You might ask. Was there no opposition? Certainly there was. But Menashe was not merely idolatrous. HE
was a tyrant, he was a totalitarian ruler:
PIPT VA YN NIWYI AT NN R'UNN TN NRVNN 727 147 1A DIWN' NN RIN WK TV TRA NN NWIN 1w P11 07 DAl (T0)

He murdered the prophets and the political opponents who sought to restore a Jewish monotheistic, or
moral regime, to return Am Yisrael to the Torah. He simply murdered the opposition.
MEnashes reign was long, 55 years. I believe it is the lengthiest reign of all malchei Yehuda. We then read
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about his son, Amon - 2 years. But then comes a n>7 ¥7p Yoshiyahu - who turns to God. Look at the passuk
here, just a few chapters later in Melakhim. Yoshiyahu destroys, uproots and eradicates all the idolatry in
the land, rededicates the Mikdash, instigates a mass Pesach Teshuva assembly. He is amazing.
12 pP1aanaIn
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And yet:
:WIN 107N 1PN 0'0Y3N 73 I 1TIN2 198 NN IWR I 18R [NND P17 2w 89 N (1)
When I first read Sefer Melakhim, I remember being outraged by that passuk. After all Yoshiyahu’s efforts,
after everything he did, how could God not be compassionate?
Let me just take a step back. How is it possible that 1 king sins and the whole country follow him?
Does the nation have no backbone? This is a general question in Sefer Melakhim, in BAyit Rishon. Does a
king have so much influence? Yoshiyahu does Teshuva at age 18, according to other versions, at age 12. If we
take the 55 years of Menashe AND 2 years of Amon and 12 years of Yoshiahu, we have about 70 years! That
there is no Judaism! Think what happened to Soviet Jewry in the 70 years from 1917 to 19897 Yoshiyahu had
13, maybe 20 years to undo the mess. But he was too little too late. Hence Sefer Melakhim and Yirmiyahu
blame Menashe for the HUrban again and again
I think we have to widen our understanding of Avoda Zara
Cultural trends.
The turn to Avoda Zara wasn’t merely religious, it was political. Menashe’s father had almost been wiped
out. We read about it on Shabbat Hazon, we read about it in the Sannecherib Prism - Sancherev’s records
46 walled.omy nopima ;oY ,ANK 079X DM D377 ,0ANNTX UK MDY 02" ,MNnY 031X 1 which we now have:
cities are destroyed. And Jerusalem is saved by a whisker. Menashe makes a calculated decision to take
protection under Assyria. But accepting Assyria turns the science Assyrian, and the arts and literature.
Everything Asyrian is cool, progressive, sophicticated, and in comparison, Judaism is backwards, archaic.
Misrad Hachinuch adopts an Assyrian curriculum, architecture follows Asyran norms. See the famous
Archaeologist, Albright:
W.F Albright
It may be noted that no other period of cuneiform records has yielded any remotely comparable mass of
tablets relating to magic and divination, and that the royal Assyrian letters of the time contain numerable
references to astrology and magic. It was practically impossible for a small vassal state to keep from being
flooded with such idolatrous and superstitious practices which were under royal Assyrian protection.

Hazal put it a different but similar way:
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It was irresistible, it was a cultural wave. Etc
So, in short, We have Menashe is the worst of the worst
Hazal count Menashe as in the infamous group that have no place in the world to come
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So after all this, wait for a surprise. Divrei Hayamim says that Menashe did Teshuva!
See source 5
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2So0 what is the truth? Did Menashe do Teshuva or not

Again the Talmud - see source 4 - records this tradition
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So, what is going on? Who is correct? Did he do Teshuva or not?

So there are a few possibilities.

Option 1: Some academics suggested that the truth is Sefer Melakhim but that Divrei Hayamim needs to
and all that - so it “concocts” a take ton>m> n1amp? 1yn> —explain why Menashe lived and reigned 55 years
explain this.. I find that difficult. I don’t think our Tanakh just fabricates stories out of thin air.

Option 2: This is more probable in the light of what we have said. Menashe did do Teshuva. But Melakhim
ignores it. Why? On a personal level Menashe did Teshuva, but so what! He was captired by the Assyrians,
his son ruled in his place and continued - Hazal say he intensified - Menahse’s Assyrian oriented regime.
By the time the old king returned to Jerusalem he had returned to Judaism but his influence was little, and
the tidal wave of his period essentially led to the Hurban, Am Yisrael never recovered after Menashe.

So why mention it?

And here I would like to speak of the varying agendas of Melakhim and Divrei Hayamim.

Melakhim explains Hurban. Explains the collpase

Divrei Hayamim aims to rebuild. Emphasizes Teshuva. Look here, even the most sinful king can do Teshuva.
I would like to draw this further by using two conceptual points.

1. Yehezkel - teshuva vs. Eikha

2. Midrash ... Devarim etc
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1. Eikha 5:7
Our fathers sinned and they are no more; and we
bear their sins.

2. Jeremiah 31

27See, a time is coming—declares the Lord—when
I will sow the House of Israel and the House of
Judah with seed of men and seed of cattle; 28and
just as I was watchful over them to uproot and
to pull down, to overthrow and to destroy and to
bring disaster, so I will be watchful over them to
build and to plant—declares the Lord. 29In those
days, they shall no longer say, “Parents have eaten
sour grapes and children’s teeth are blunted.” 30But
every one shall die for his own sins: whosoever eats
sour grapes, his teeth shall be blunted.

31See, a time is coming—declares the Lord—when
I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel
and the House of Judah.

3. Ezekiel 18

The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you
mean by quoting this proverb upon the soil of Israel,
“Parents eat sour grapes and their children’s teeth
are blunted”? 3As I live—declares the Lord God—
this proverb shall no longer be current among you
in Israel...

20The person who sins, he alone shall die. A child
shall not share the burden of a parent’s guilt, nor
shall a parent share the burden of a child’s guilt; the
righteousness of the righteous shall be accounted
to him alone, and the wickedness of the wicked
shall be accounted to him alone. 21Moreover,
if the wicked one repents of all the sins that he
committed and keeps all My laws and does what is
just and right, he shall live; he shall not die.... 231s
it my desire that a wicked person shall die?—says
the Lord God. It is rather that he shall turn back

from his ways and live.
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4. Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 10:2

Rabbi Levi said: [The Assyrians] filled a copper
cauldron and placed Manasseh inside it and lit a
fire under it. When he saw his plight, he called out
to every idolatrous deity. When none assisted him,
he said, "I remember that my father read me a verse
in the synagogue: 'When you are in distress and
all these things befall you in the latter days, you
shall return to the Lord your God, and listen to His
voice, He will not fail you nor destroy you...(Deut
4:30) Now I will cry out to God. If he listens to
me, well and good; if not, then all kinds of gods
are alike." The angels barricaded the windows of
heaven that the prayer of Manasseh would not
ascend to God, and they said: "Lord of the world!
Are You willing to give gracious hearing to one
who has worshipped idols, and set up an idol in the
Temple?" "If I did not accept the penance of this
man," replied God, "I should be closing the door
in the face of all repentant sinners."” God made a
small opening under the Throne of His Glory, and
received the prayer of Manasseh through it."

5. Devarim ch.4

>»When you have begotten children and children’s
children and are long established in the land,
should you act wickedly and make for yourselves a
sculptured image in any likeness, causing the Lord
your God displeasure and vexation, *I call heaven
and earth this day to witness against you that you
shall soon perish from the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to possess; you shall not long endure in
it, but shall be utterly wiped out...» But when you
search there for the Lord your God, you will find
Him, if only you seek Him with all your heart and
soul— 3°when you are in distress because all these
things have befallen you and, in the end, return to
the Lord your God and obey Him. *'For the Lord
your God is a compassionate God: He will not fail
you nor will He let you perish; He will not forget
the covenant which He made on oath with your
fathers.
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7. Talmud Sanhedrin 103

“Rabbi Yochanan said: ‘Anyone who said that
Manasseh has no share in the Afterlife weakens the
hands of repentant sinners™”

R. Johanan said in the name of R. Simeon b.
Yohai: “And he prayed unto him, and an opening

was made for him.” — This teaches that the Holy
One, blessed be He, made him a kind of opening
in the Heavens, in order to accept him with his
repentance, on account of the Attribute of Justice.

Are we weighed down by past? Yes or no?

Society convinces us that we are victims of our past. Psychology has a deterministic strain that says that
we cannot escape past traumas, that we are shaped not only by our genes but by our early life experiences.
Victims of abuse are more prone to abuse. And to the positive as well, an individual who experienced love
is most likely to know how to love.

So here we come to Yechezkel and Divrei Hayamim. With that fatalistic approach, Judaism could never
have withstood HUrban and regeneration.

The message.

No one is lost

No one is trapped by their past

There is ALWAYS the possibility of Teshuva

Not even Menashe!

Ultimately, the doomsday prophecy doesn’t materialize; we overrule Kings and adopt the narrative of
Chronicles, as Menashe becomes a model of our potential to change, even under duress - at the Neilah
moment - and to have our Teshuva accepted.




