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, Now , at last
, Bone of my bone
And flesh of my flesh
[She shall be called 'woman' [ishah

For she was taken from man [ish

Here for the first time we encounter a fateful proposition: Man must pronounce the name of
woman before he pronounces his own name. He has to recognize the other before he can
recognize himself. He has to say "Thou" before he can say "I." Only by recognizing the other

as "bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh" do we discover ourselves. (Letter in the Scroll)

There is not the slightest attempt to romanticize the family bond. Relationships are difficult,
even for these archetypal figures, but they take place in a moral context - the family as the
place within which, even if we have to struggle with others and ourselves, we learn what it is

to be human. (Letter in the Scroll)
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And Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And it was when they were in the field, Cain arose over
Abel his brother — and killed him.
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“The Lord said to Abram: Leave your land, your birthplace and your father’s house . ..”
To what may this be compared? To a man who was travelling from place to place when
he saw a palace in flames. He wondered, “Is it possible that the palace lacks an owner?”
The owner of the palace looked out and said, “I am the owner of the palace.” So
Abraham our father said, “Is it possible that the world lacks a ruler?” The Holy One,
blessed be He, looked out and said to him, “I am the ruler, the Sovereign of the

universe.”

Three of the most famous denials of freedom were made by individuals from Jewish backgrounds
who rejected Judaism. The first was Spinoza who argued that all human behaviour is explicable by
causal laws. Nowadays we would call this genetic determinism. The second was Karl Marx who
claimed that history was made by material, specifically economic, factors. The third was Sigmund
Freud who contended that actions are the result of unconscious and irrational drives, the chief of
which relate to the early years of childhood, especially the Oedipus complex, the conflict between

fathers and sons.

Unwittingly they provided the best commentary on the opening verse of today’s sedra. Marx said
that human behaviour is determined by economic factors such as the ownership of land. Therefore
G-d said to Abraham: Leave your land. Spinoza said that conduct is driven by instincts given at birth.
Therefore G-d said to Abraham: Leave your place of birth. Freud said that we are influenced by our
relationship with our father. Therefore G-d said to Abraham: Leave your father’s house. (Covenant

and Conversation. Lech Lecha 5780)



