Tehillim and the Jewish-Christian debate/ Noa Oman
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It was taught in a baraita that Rabbi Meir would say: All the praises stated in
the book of Psalms were recited by David, as it is stated: “The prayers of
David, son of Yishai, are ended [kalu]” (Psalms 72:20). Do not read kalu; rather,
read kol elu, all of these, which indicates that the entire book of Psalms consists
of the prayers of King David
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David wrote the book of Psalms by means of ten elders of previous
generations, assembling a collection that included compositions of
others along with his own. He included psalms authored by Adam the
first man, by Melchizedek king of Salem, and by Abraham, and by Moses, and
by Heman, and by Jeduthun, and by Asaph, and by the three sons of

Korah
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1Why have nations gathered and [why do] kingdoms
think vain things?



2Kings of a land stand up, and nobles take counsel
together against the Lord and against His anointed?

3"Let us break their bands and cast off their cords
from us."

4He Who dwells in Heaven laughs; the Lord mocks
them.

5Then He speaks to them in His wrath; and He
frightens them with His sore displeasure.

6"But | have enthroned My king on Zion, My holy
mount."

71 will tell of the decree; The Lord said to me, "You are
My son; this day have | begotten you.

8Request of Me, and | will make nations your
inheritance, and the ends of the earth your
possession.

9You shall break them with an iron rod; like a potter's
vessel you shall shatter them."

10And now, [you] kings, be wise; be admonished,
[you] judges of the earth.

11Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with quaking.

12Arm yourselves with purity lest He become angry
and you perish in the way, for in a moment His wrath
will be kindled; the praises of all who take refuge in
Him.
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The existence of wayward children in a person’s home is more troublesome
than the war of Gog and Magog, the ultimate war, the climax of the travails of

Messianic times. As it is stated: “A Psalm of David, when he fled from his son,
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Absalom” (Psalms 3:1). And it is written thereafter: “Lord, how numerous are

my enemies, many have risen against me” (Psalms 3:2
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Why have nations gathered: Our Sages (Ber. 7b) expounded the passage
as referring to the King Messiah, but according to its apparent meaning,

it is proper to interpret it as referring to David himself, as the matter is
stated (Il Sam. 5:17):
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... David composed and recited this Psalm in the opening of his reign, when the
nations were gathered against him, as it is said (2 Sam. 5:17) "and when the
Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel all the Philistines
went up to seek David." And this is his meaning in saying Why do they
tumultuously assemble (1wa1)? because all the Philistines had come up. And
NN has the sense of gathering and great multitude...
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This day | gave birth to you: — The day when he was anointed was
the day God took him to Himself for a son, as it says ( 1 Sam. 16:1), "to




Me a king." And he says, This day have | begotten thee, for on that day
there was born in him the spirit of God, as is written (1 Sam. 16:13),
n2vni Xinn Di'nn TIT 72X 'n nin n7xni. "And the spirit of the Lord came
mightily upon David from that day and onward...
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YOX '09XQI D"I2Q NID 17 W' INIMD NITR KIN K701 ,ARNN |20 78Y 'R—
NI7ZRN NID X D DX LIN7N1 DA D DA I'N X7 N7RWD DTIR CTIVIE 210D
?01982 R XY DT 210D 772 )0 ANKREIN?'NNN

... INN' WAN TA1D 17 X' oXd

NN AN 0NN ' Y nRnivw niv X1 N 1 0o X7 awan D Nt oo X7
12,17 NNX' DXILININ M7 TIY .QVINN ,0INN ,1'9NN ,79¢ 1T ININ NT2)
['2 D'TIN' '2—071V0 2N NN DN7 MK LININK 1727 10K "IN 7Y

AMIMN 1727 K7w—0n"Ryne!

.DMQTN N7X '90 NYTNA 90N NNKRIIMTAN N2 DN7 2'WNY NN NI NN
IN TIT 2V IX ,ONANW NT'X ,019 WN TR 7V IYION LIYIN'D NN 178" DXI
A7 MDY Ind ,N'wnn 17 v



AFor the conductor, a song about David.

20 Lord, may the king rejoice with Your strength,
and how greatly does he exult with Your salvation!

3You gave him his heart's desire, and the speech of
his lips You have never withheld.

4For You have preceded him with the blessings of
the good man; You have placed a gold crown on his
head.

5He asked You for life; You gave it to him, length of
days forever and ever.

6His glory is great in Your salvation; majesty and
beauty You place upon him.

ZFor You make him blessings forever; You shall
make him happy with joy before You.

8For the king trusts in the Lord and in the loving-
kindness of the Most High, that he should not falter.

9Your hand shall suffice for all Your enemies; Your
right hand shall suffice for those who hate You.

10You shall place them as a fiery furnace at the
time of Your anger; may the Lord destroy them with
His wrath and may fire consume them.

11You shall destroy their fruit from the earth and
their seed from the sons of man.

12For they have directed evil against You; they
have devised a plot that they cannot [execute].

13For You shall place them as a portion; with Your
bowstrings You shall set [Your arrows] toward their
faces.

14Exalt Yourself, O Lord, with Your strength; let us
sing and chant of Your might.

:X>Wnt 4

TIT? NNt NXIN7 R

TR0 [721] (7130) N Anwivd A N Tva 'na

N7Q MY 72 I'MOY NYIXI i7 NAN] 27 NIXA 2

7O NNYY IYKI7 N'WN 2i0 NP ARTEN D T

ITY1 0Yiy D' N 17 DRNY R0 78 DYN A

7Y YR T TIN ARYAIY T 7iTa

9 NX NNRYL ANTNN TY7 NI NNWN D T

:0in' 72 [iYy TENM 'NA NV MNP N

DY RN Q2N AR DT QT RN 0

DY72' i9X2 'N 19 NYY7 UK MAIND iNN'YRn !
UK D7INN

DTN 120 DYT] TARA YINRA in9 K

A721' 72 NAtR 1aYn Ny 7Y 103 D ar

0019 7Y NdN NN ;DY iNn'Yn I ar

AN NATH AW ATV N A T

72T |12 N'YNN 71 7Y 1INNN9 11'NInY A7n Nt tva () M'wa ko amm L5

.2 WNTY DNNX MAIYNY MYy TIT 7Y TIV NNy

N'YNN 171 7V INNN9 11'NI20 .70 DAY TV YWInkn MiTnn () 'wa .6

.2 NPOY DD NIYNY XY TIT 79 NNI9Y 12T (0]


https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v5
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v7
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v8
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v9
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v10
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v11
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v12
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v13
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16242#v14

may the king rejoice with Your strength: Our Rabbis (Mid. Ps. 21:1)
interpreted it as referring to the King Messiah, but the matter may correctly
be interpreted further as referring to David himself, in order to refute

()"9nY7)the sectarians....
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:5 He asked You for life, You gave it to him, length of days forever
and ever.
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8: For the king trusts in the Lord and in the loving- kindness of the Most
High
, that he should not falter
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