The "Priestly Blessing" [birkat kohanim] -

something ‘magical’ or something ‘logical’
source sheet for lecture by Menachem Leibtag
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A. The Biblical source: - Bamidbar / Numbers 6:22-27
[part of the daily service of the Priests in the Temple]
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24 The LORD shall bless thee,
and keep thee;

¥ . i i 25 The LORD shall make His
20',MR M9 DI AR N o T e upon thee, and be

gracious unto thee;

L I?N 19 NI NWI 1D 26 The LORD lift up His
countenance upon thee, and

DI'?'U ']'7 DW'1 give thee peace.

S INOY' 12-7V ,"Y-NX WL T 27 So shall they put My name
.DD12N ']NI upon the children of Israel,

and | will bless them."'
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B From the morning blessings: Birkat ha’Torah — 3 types
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C. The obvious parallels to “sim shalom” prayer
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A review of the parallels:
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D. What is the “light” from Creation on Day One



Talmud Chagiga 12a
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The Gemara poses a question: And was light created on the first day? But isn’t it written: “And
God set them in the firmament of the heaven” (Genesis 1:17), and it is also written: “And there
was evening, and there was morning, a fourth day” (Genesis 1:19), indicating that light was created
on the fourth day.
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The psukim from chapter one of Breishit

DI‘]I7N jan b1 3 And God said: 'Let there be
s light.' And there was light.
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I a1 4 And God saw the light, that it
le_\ .T]N A jl?N Nj I T was good; and God divided the

D'_\LIN '7-[3_|| 3.|U D light from the darkness.
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bereshit/1.17#e1
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bereshit/1.19#e1
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Iyyov/38.15
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Yeshayahu/3.10

E. An alternate Biblical source for blessing: Devarim 28:1-10

i9- iT \Ji i 1 1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt
I-“|73' _UY_.\W]'] 37"”!4’ OX _’nf'j! N hearken diligently unto the voice of the
NiWY7 M7 ,3'07X NIN' LORD thy God, to observe to do all His

f T b Y. Lin <, commandments which | command thee

XN DIN WK ITHIXN-72-NX this day, that the LORD thy God will set
,Illl?l! ,:]'n'm n!n: Z];I]]J'I--Di"i] ’([ahaerteh?n high above all the nations of the
YOIRD ia-72 7y

: i n ¥ P b 1 . . 2 And all these blessings shall come
,n'm.j ﬂl)];:’_\ L’? -’] L"\! IN?I a upon thee, and overtake thee, if thou

',])'Wnl shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD
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NN '=’|-I'11°I YA DN ':]'I']D. 3 3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and

blessed shalt thou be in the field.
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. 10 NI 4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body,
,}]]'WTJ-I'?_( Ij?l }]]UJ IjD -’“1; T and the fruit of thy land, and theyfruit gf
,7'9'7X NAY--TNND MDA thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and

ST T .WJN.X. nnnwyl the young of thy flock.

: in- ~ 5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy
SINIRYNTLAXI0 1 0 kneading-trough.

NN 3]"13." 'qN'Ja NN '=]'|'13. I 6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou

comest in, and blessed shalt thou be
) TINX2 when thou goest out.

,q|'7_\! D'Y.JI?D TJ'N-T\N n!n: In. T 7 The LORD will cause thine enemies

that rise up against thee to be smitten
IRX! TNX AT ZQ';]E)'? N'92) before thee; they shall come out against

" * thee one way, and shall flee before thee

2'197 1012' DT NYAY ,J'IX seven ways.
NNAN-NX AN NIN' X' N 8 The LORD will command the blessing

k . with thee in thy barns, and in all that thou
A T I']"H{JT_] '7:)3,1 ,-]'"NONX2A puttest thy hand unto; and He will bless
T i “ T =~ thee in the land which the LORD thy God

NINFYR Y IRA==11972 giveth thee.
A7 17 N
WI'ITI D”IT |I7 21hL -*]nll_" () 9 The LORD will establish thee for a holy

. . | . people unto Himself, as He hath sworn
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ol Tt ¥ = commandments of the LORD thy God,
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: 10 And all the peoples of the earth shall
Dw I? ,Y-V,{D 'nl_}'l-’? '|N-1! ' see that the name of the LORD is called

upon thee; and they shall be afraid of
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MMbiLT N 1nisls . 27 So shall they put My
JNY-NX "]Q!l ™ name upon the
.D272X ,"INI ;IR 2= children of Israel,

and | will bless them.

F. The blessing for the tribe of Levi — in Devarim 33:10-11
To become teachers and educators for the Nation of Israel

APV 1'09YIN 40t 10 They shall teach Jacob
i7y-1 TV Thine ordinances, and Israel

'7N']wll7 :]]']']Inl 'gh%/ IaV\_/Iir;[hey shall put incense
51 0N Nnino tiun Pefore Thee, and whole
9 I??! Ephal nll':?]grl)?-'% burnt-offering upon Thine altar.

T '73}'91 i7'n NIy N2 N 11 Bless, LORD, his substance, and
Teoe T e e s accept the work of his hands; smite
RATTRRINAATS gR}A ,D:XWJ';\ through the loins of them that rise up
A= L, 1'RIWN1 against him, and of them that hate him,
that they rise not again.

From Yechezkel 44:23

T3 1" N 'NY- 23 And they shall teach My people
W'ITI I A, 'AY nNI A) the difference between the holy and

.D_\_J'[i' ninu'? NNL-|'2 ;'7°n'_7 the common, and cause them to
- T T " discern between the unclean and
the clean.

VOWY7 1TNY!' NNAN .AN-72V1 TD 24 And in a controversy they shall
A S stand to judge; according to Mine

INUOVI ,'L_)ET-)Q:J'Y.JQ--(UE;)QJY,J'?) ordinances shall they judge it; and

|n"“n-nx| - (-IDDBU') they shall keep My laws and My
- w1 INTTRTNY statutes in all My appointed
"[MIY]-ITDQ. "N N-NKXI seﬁﬁo?hs, and they shall hallow My
: : . " ors. Sabbaths.
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From the daily “shema” — Devarim 11:13-17

1YNVYAN Yynv-DX ,n'al A 13 And it shall come to pass, if ye
ey mirinh e Eain shall hearken diligently unto My
XN DIXTYX ,'Dlm-'"s commandments which | command

NIN'-NX N2NXY--0i*D ,0INX you this day, to love the LORD your

DO1Y-702 LiTAvY Do God, and to serve Him with all your
TEEEE TRT o Eee s % - heart and with all your soul,

.DY9I-702

INYA DOXIN-A0N '"MNA T 14 that | will give the rain of your
ETEE CEE i =L = L land in its season, the former rain
,-144T NIOXI aW|I7I?m ._'-n.-l' and the latter rain, that thou
SX! QWA mayest gather in thy corn, and thy
wine, and thine oil.

ANNNYY7 QTWA Awy 'nal 19 15 And 1 will give grass in thy fields
AT ATYR Ak U T .7 for thy cattle, and thou shalt eat
VAU T DIRI a0 be satisfied.

T ¢ T T

NNY' |9 ,02%7 1NNWn TV 16 Take heed to yourselves, lest
‘ LD > 2. FE your heart be deceived, and ye
D'N7X DNTAY! ,0NN0I ;02227 {1 aside. and serve other gods,

.DN%7 ,DN'INAYNI ,0"NX and worship them;
Y1022 AR AN T 17 end e angerof e LORD be
, 10N n..'.?)!-N'T! I_J!Y.J'!!D'm.‘ up the heaven, so that there shall
;AMA-NN AN K7 ,NNTXNI be no rain, and the ground shall
YWBD byn ,nlnn Dn-r;l(! not yleld her frUIt; and ye perlsh

. . : . quickly from off the good land
.07 [N ,NIN! WK ,N2VD which the LORD giveth you.

H. The first birkat Kohanim in Vayikra chapter 9

5 And they brought that which Moses
. _ commanded before the tent of meeting;
'j'!x -WJN nxe Nyl _.n and all the congregation drew near and
;TVIN 70X ,"19-7X ,NYn stood before the LORD.

ATAYI,NTYD-72 120571
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12T DT ,NYN N | 6 And Moses said: 'This is the thing which
o Rl ] i Y iy, the LORD commanded that ye should do;
RYI--1WYn n!'j: XX that the glory of the LORD may appear
NIN' Tiad ,0'7X unto you!



I_”w- NXI .NITNN DRI XD 21 And the breasts and the right thigh
) MRS Aaron waved for a wave-offering before the

NN DX 910 ,|'"AD L ORD; as Moses commanded.
NY ,URI--NIN! 1197
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IT'-NN I'jnN NU D 22 And Aaron lifted up his hands toward
A 0 - Y the people, and blessed them; and he
, T11,007210 ’D-\!!__J' X came down from offering the sin-offering,
NXVND NYWYN and the burnt-offering, and the

-D'Y.-\LNJDl“nV.Un! peace-offerings.

I'jnN| nvn N2 D 23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tent
L, =i Y Ly o of meeting, and came out, and blessed the
JARXTL,TYIN 7OR-1X people; and the glory of the LORD

X'l ,0VN-NX 10721 appeared unto all the people.
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From conclusion of Sefer Shmot — chapter 40

NX? Nuin-78 0N 1T X 1 And the LORD spoke unto
T LA Moses, saying:

TNXA L[IYKRID UTNA-Di'a 2 2 'On the first day of the first
Tl . o . month shalt thou rear up the
'TQN RPYN-NX,D'PN !w-!nlz tabernacle of the tent of meeting.

.Tyin
DITYN |INX NN ,0W ANyl A 3And thou shalt put therein the

. . : ark of the testimony, and thou
J190-NX ,DND'LA-J No0| shalt screen the ark with the veil.

DI In"mjn__'nx NNANI T 4 And thou shalt bring in the table,
2T S e v and set in order the bread that is
>N IND-NX,IRANDT DWY-NY upon it; and thou shalt bring in the

NMX-NX ,D"Zl’.i'_\l candlestick, and light the lamps
' ' - thereof.

,nnwn,‘_] |nw-nx Dnl-!lzl v 9 And thou shalt take the anointing

. ] oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and

PYNQ-NX NNWYNI all thatis therfein,_and shalt hfallow
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Hence Bamidbar chapter 7 — is the very same day — 1* of Nisan

nuj’n ni'qg nila Nl N 1 And it came to pass on the day

that Moses had made an end of

nwnii ,|3UY-]D-]'IN D'l'ln'T setting up the tabernacle, and had
Corm AT L oL Y .~ anointed it and sanctified it, and all
INK YUTR INK the furniture thereof, and the altar

AT - 1975-97)- and all the vessels thereof, and
,DQTDD .T]NI | ?3 I7:) .T\NI had anointed them and sanctified

,DNYN1I ;1"72-72-NK] them:
DN YT
IViND '7Njw| IN'Y)) 2171 2 2 that the princes of Israel, the
cLor ot T i~ heads of their fathers' houses,
D) ,NURN 'X'Y1 D) DAY D'J offered--these were the princes of
.D"[QE;):'_\-'?]_J DTNV the tribes, these are they that were
o ' over them that were numbered.

1 . - INIY 3 And they brought their offering
i, ;l‘!‘)l? DIINT-NXANIYL A before the LORD,....

Immediately beforehand, is“birkat kohanim” — at end of chapter 6
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Primary symbolic job of the “kohanim” is to light the
Menorah

[But in order to light it, they must bring ‘ketoret’ to enable entry]
‘0D'NO :nj'Up I'-]nN ||'7y jlopl’“ T 7 And Aaron shall burn thereon
TOEE vl I’ A incense of sweet spices; every

12'0"2 ,01722 11722 morning, when he dresseth the

-nﬂ'Uﬂ!"n‘\?D'ﬂK lamps, he shall burn it.
|.1nN -nl?” 21 n 8 And when Aaron lighteth the

lamps at dusk, he shall burn it, a

I s N1 - perpetual incense before the
D7D 12 =Nk LORD throughout your
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The conclusion of the ‘shmone esray’
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