Jerusalem: Sedom, Eden, and Ourselves

Bereshit ch.14

The king of Sodom came out to meet him after he returned from defeating
Chedorlaomer and the kings with him, in the Valley of Shaveh, which is the
Valley of the King.

18And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a
priest of God Most High. °He blessed him, saying,

“Blessed be Abram of God Most High,

Creator of heaven and earth.

2And blessed be God Most High,

Who has delivered your foes into your hand.”

And [Abram] gave him a tenth of everything.

ZThen the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, and take the
possessions for yourself.”

2Byt Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I swear to the Lord, God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth: 2| will not take so much as a thread or a

sandal strap of what is yours; you shall not say, ‘It is | who made Abram
rich.” 2*For me, nothing but what my servants have used up; as for the share
of the men who went with me—Aner, Eshkol, and Mamre—let them take
their share.”

Ramban

And Malchitzedek king of Shalem — This is Jerusalem as it says, “His
Tabernacle was in Shalem...” (Tehillim 76:3) And in the days of Yehoshua her
king was also called “Adonitzedek” (Yehoshua 10:1) because from long ago
the nations knew that site was the choicest of all places, located at the
center of the settled world. Or they knew its value through received
tradition, that it was aligned counter to the heavenly Temple where the Holy
One’s Presence dwells, which is called “tzedek” (righteousness).

Bereshit ch.13

0L ot looked about him and saw how well watered was the whole plain of
the Jordan, all of it—this was before the Lord had destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah—all the way to Zoar, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of
Egypt. 1So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan, and Lot
journeyed eastward. Thus they parted from each other; 2!Abram remained
in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the Plain, pitching his
tents near Sodom.*Now the inhabitants of Sodom were very wicked
sinners against the Lord.
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Bereshit ch.2
8The Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east... caused to grow every
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https://www.sefaria.org.il/Psalms.76.3
https://www.sefaria.org.il/Joshua.10.1

tree that was pleasing to the sight and good for food...
Ariver issues from Eden to water the garden, and it then divides and
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becomes four branches. 'The name of the first is Pishon, ... the second river 3¢/ 7737 ... 17W°9 7087 DY (X°) :2°WR7 TP2I8Y

is Gihon... the third river is Tigris... the fourth river is the Euphrates.The
Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden, to till it and
tend it.

Isaiah/Yishayahu ch.1

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in

the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

The Wickedness of Judah

2Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord has spoken:

“Children have | reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me.

3The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master's crib,

but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.”

4 Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity,

offspring of evildoers, children who deal corruptly!

They have forsaken the Lord, they have despised the Holy One of Israel,
they are utterly estranged.

~TYour country lies desolate; your cities are burned with fire;

in your very presence foreigners devour your land; it is desolate, as overthrown by

foreigners.

And the daughter of Zion is left like a booth in a vineyard,

like a lodge in a cucumber field, like a besieged city.

%1f the Lord of hosts had not left us a few survivors,

we should have been like Sodom, and become like Gomorrah.

¥ Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom!

Give ear to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah!

1 “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; | have had enough of

burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts;
..122“When you come to appear before me,
who has required of you this trampling of my courts?
~15When you spread out your hands, | will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers, | will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.

6 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before

my eyes; cease to do evil,
17
plead the widow's cause.

1 How the faithful city has become a whore, she who was full of justice!
Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers.

22Your silver has become dross, your best wine mixed with water.
Byour princes are rebels and companions of thieves.

Everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts.
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learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless,
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They do not bring justice to the fatherless, and the widow's cause does not come to

them.

2 Therefore the Lord declares, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel:

“Ah, | will get relief from my enemies and avenge myself on my foes.

25| will turn my hand against you and will smelt away your dross as with lye
and remove all your alloy.

26 And | will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the beginning.

Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city.”
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27Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness.

Zecharia ch.14

Behold, a day of HaShem cometh, when thy spoil shall be divided in the
midst of thee. 2 For | will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle...;
And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleft in the
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, so that there shall be a
very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north,
and half of it toward the south....And there shall be one day which shall be
known as HaShem'S, not day, and not night; but it shall come to pass, that
at evening time there shall be light. 8 And it shall come to pass in that day,
that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem: half of them toward the
eastern sea, and half of them toward the western sea; in summer and in
winter shall it be. 9 And HaShem shall be King over all the earth; in that
day shall HaShem be One, and His name one. 10_All the land shall be
turned as the Arabah, from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; and she
shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto
the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of
Hananel unto the king's winepresses. 11 And men shall dwell therein, and
there shall be no more extermination; but Jerusalem shall dwell safely
(Zecharia Ch.14)

Yechezkel ch.47
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And he brought me back unto the door of the house... and, behold,
there trickled forth waters on the right side. 3 When the man went
forth eastward with the line in his hand, he measured a thousand
cubits, and he caused me to pass through the waters, waters that
were to the ankles. 4 Again he measured a thousand, and caused
me to pass through the waters, waters that were to the knees.
Again he measured a thousand, and caused me to pass through
waters that were to the loins. 5 Afterward he measured a
thousand; and it was a river that | could not pass through; for the
waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be
passed through... 8 Then said he unto me: 'These waters issue
forth toward the eastern region, and shall go down into the
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Arabah; and when they shall enter into the sea, into the sea of
the putrid waters, the waters shall be healed. 9 And it shall come
to pass, that every living creature wherewith it swarmeth,
whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live; and there shall be
a very great multitude of fish; for these waters are come thither,
that all things be healed and may live whithersoever the river
cometh. 10 And it shall come to pass, that fishers shall stand by it
from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim; there shall be a place for the
spreading of nets; their fish shall be after their kinds, as the fish

of the Great Sea, exceeding many.

Yishayahu\lsaiah ch.51:1-3

Listen to Me, you who pursue JUSTICE, You who seek the Lord:
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Look to the rock from which you were hewn, To the quarry you were

dug from.

Look back to AVRAHAM your father, And to SARAH who brought you

forth ...
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Truly the Lord has comforted Zion, Comforted all her ruins;

He has transformed her WILDERNESS into EDEN, Her ARAVA into the

GARDEN OF GOD.

Gladness and joy shall abide there, Thanksgiving and the sound of song."

9. Jerusalem Talmud. Sanhedrin ch.10

When David began to dig the foundations of the
Temple, he dug 15 cubits and did not reach the
deep. Finally he found one potsherd and sought
to lift it up. Said [the potsherd] unto him: You
may not. Said [David] unto it: And why not? Said
[the potsherd] unto David: Because it is | who am
restraining the deep. Said [David] unto it: And for
how long have you been here? Said [the
the Almighty
proclaimed on Mount Sinai ‘I am the Lord thy
God’ (Exod. 20:2). At that moment the earth
trembled and began to sink and | was placed here

potsherd] unto him: Since

to restrain the deep. David, nevertheless, did not
listen to it. As soon as he lifted it, the waters of
the deep arose and sought to inundate the world.
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