
Structure of Sefer Shoftim 

Introduction 
1:1-3:6 

“The Cycle” 
3:7-ch.17 

Concluding stories 
Ch.17-21 

• Unsuccessful 
Conquest 

• Death of 
Joshua 

• Dangers of 
Idolatry 

• Typological 
History 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

יו יַּעֲשֶה " עֵינָּ ר בְּ יָּשָּׁ אֵל אִישׁ הַּ רָּ יִשְּ הֵם אֵין מֶלֶךְ בְּ מִים הָּ יָּ " בַּ  
 

17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25 

 

 Judge and Tribe Enemies  Oppression Years Reference  

1. Othniel (Judah) Aram 8 Years 40 years 3:1-11 

2. Ehud (Benjamin)  Moab,  18 years 80  3:12-30 

3. Shamgar Son of Anat 
  

Not given 3:31 (5:6) 

4. Deborah/Barak 
(Deborah = Ephraim; Barak = Naftali) 

Yavin, king of 
Hazor. Sisera,  

20 years 40  ch.4-5  

5. Gideon (Manasseh)  Midian  7 years 40  ch. 6-8  

• Avimelekh   3 Ch.9 

6. Tola ben Puah (Issachar)     23  10:1  

7. Jair (Gilead-Manasseh)     22  10:3 

8. Jephthah (Manasseh in Transjordan)  Ammonites  18 years  6  10:6-12:7 

9. Ibzan (Asher)     7  12:8-10 

10. Elon (Zebulun)     10  12:11 

11. Abdon (Ephraim)     8  12:13 

12. Samson (Dan)  Philistines 40 years 20 ch.13-16  
 

 Ch.   

Family 17  פסל מיכה 
Michah’s idol 

 

Avoda Zara 

 

* 
Tribe 

* 

 נדודי שבט דן  18

Dan in search of a 
Tribal Land 

 פלגש בגבעה  19
The Rape in Giveah 

Sexual sins 
 גילוי עריות 

* 
Nation 

* 

20 War against 
Benjamin 

 שפיכות דמים 

21 Wives for Benjamin 
 

1. Themes: 1. No central leadership – tribal – civil war | 2. Low spiritual level – idolatry | 3. No national security – invasions – size of the army 

2. Timeline: 8+40+18+80+20+40+7+40+3+23+22 +18+6+7+10+8+40+20 = 410 years.   

I Kings 6:1 “In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites came out of Egypt, … [Solomon] began to build the Temple of the Lord.”            

Sin 

Enemy 

 זעקה 

 שופט 

www.alexisrael.org 



  

 רמב"ם משנה תורה . הלכות מלכים א.א  .1

רֶץ.   אָׁ ן לָׁ תָׁ אֵל בִשְעַת כְנִיסָׁ לֹש מִצְוֹת נִצְטַוּוּ יִשְרָׁ שִים  ( "דברים יז טו)שֶנֶאֱמַר    לְמַנּוֹת לָהֶם מֶלֶךְשָׁ שוֹם תָׁ
לֶיךָ מֶלֶךְ".   לֵק שֶנֶאֱמַר    רְעוֹ שֶלוּלְהַכְרִית זַ עָׁ לֵק".  ( "דברים כה יט)עֲמָׁ ית תִמְחֶה אֶת זֵכֶר עֲמָׁ וְלִבְנוֹת בֵּ

הלְשִכְנוֹ תִדְ ( "דברים יב ה)שֶנֶאֱמַר הַבְחִירָה  מָׁ אתָׁ שָׁ   :"רְשוּ וּבָׁ

Israel was enjoined with three Commandments upon entering the Land: to appoint 
a king, as it says, “you shall set a king over yourselves” (Deut. 17:15); to destroy the 
descendents of Amalek, as it says “erase the memory of Amalek” (Deut. 25:19); and 
build the Temple, as it says, “you shall seek His habitation, and there you will come” 
(Deut. 12:5). 

Book of Samuel 

Priest   Prophet 

Mishkan  Mikdash 

Judge  King 

Tribal National 

 

Alternative Timeline: 

Exodus to Beit Mikdash 480 years 

Wilderness 40  

Joshua ~ 20? 

                            Judges ~ 320 years? 

Eli (I Sam 4:18) 40 

Samuel (I Sam 7:20) 20 

David  40 

 

  בבא בתרא יד עמ' ב 

 שמואל כתב ספרו ושופטים ורות 

Samuel wrote his own book, the book of Judges, and the book of Ruth. 
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