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Preparing for Balfour: Early Religious Zionist Thinkers in
America.
There were stirrings of religious Zionist thought in America at the
turn of the century, on the part of rabbis who had immigrated from
Eastern Europe: Joseph Meir Levin, Derush Letsion (1905); Simon
I. Finkelstein, Bikkurei Anavim (1899); Yehoshua Singer, Zikaron
Basefer (1900); and Moshe Sivitz, Heker Da’at (1898). Associated
with [saac Elhanan Spector and disciples of Tsevi Hirsch Kalischer
and Nathan Friedland, their Zionist ideologies were driven by
American antisemitism on the one hand and assimilation on the
other; and on tensions between materialism and 7orah spirituality.
They deliberated Mitsvat yishuv ha’arets, Itaruta delitata, the
expectation that governments would lead the way, the imperative
for immediate initiative, and the necessity of world-wide Jewish
unity. The Balfour Declaration would provide focus and impetus to
these deliberations, with an added messianic thrust- notably by
Haim Hirschensohn.
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Shabbath observance and the Land of Israel: A study of the
book of Nehemiah
Nehemia is motivated by the yearning for the land of Israel and
Jerusalem in particular.

Nehemia prays to God, but God never appears directly, nor is God
explicitly heard from. We are never told God’s words in response
to Nehemia’s prayers. Nehemia succeeds in his plans to rebuild
Jerusalem and to reform the religious life of the people, but the
question of whether his success is due to divine providence or to
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Nehemia’s courage, leadership and diplomatic skills is never
resolved. In earlier books of the Bible, the voice of the narrator, or
the prophetic word makes it clear where God’s sympathies lie; but
neither is heard in the Nehemia memoir.

This lecture will compare and contrast Nehemia’s leadership to
Moses and Aaron and their relationship to Eretz Yisrael and explain
why Nehemia succeeded in building Jerusalem while Moses and

Aaron did not have the merit to enter Eretz Yisrael.
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