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Why Did Yitro Leave?

The Challenge of Commitment in a World of Endless Choices
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He was called by seven names... Jether (W0!) because he [caused] a
section to be added (W1') to the Torah. Yitro (inDn)for his exceedingly
good acts; Hobab — he was dear to God... Putiel — that he abandoned
idolatry; Keni — He was zealous for God and he acquired Torah
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that he [Jethro] was knowledgeable about every type of idolatry in the ,091VA 922 N ATIAY AN NIA XY (PR, DN9RD
world, and there was no pagan deity that he did not worship. D'YNN Y30 INKIY DTV AYY ATh N9
3. The Placement of the Yitro story

Ex. ch.17:7-17 | ch.18a ch.18b ch. 19-20

Amalek Yitro’s arrival and sacrifice Yitro’s management advice Revelation at Sinai/Matan Torah
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Why is the Yitro narrative located at this juncture? After the Torah mentioned the evil manner in which Amalek
treated Israel, it mentions as a counterbalance, the good that Yitro did for Israel.

Parallels between Yitro and Amalek
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5. Bamidbar 10 P19 1AM .5
PMoses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in- NN NN 12770 7RIV 22207 nwn N (03)
law, “We are setting out for the place of which the Lord has said, ‘1 will D2 NN INN PIP' AR WK DINAN 78 12NIXK DY)
give it to you.” Come with us and we will be generous with you; for the NI 9V 21D 12T PIPY 12 2 11201 ANKR N3
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replied to him, “but will return to my native land.” 3'He said, “Please
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do not leave us, inasmuch as you can ... be our guide.
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6. Judges/Shoftim ch.4 T9 DAY .6
1Heber the Kenite had separated from the other Kenites, D'l NWN NN 12N 120 |51 7191 )0 12ant ()
descendants of Hobab, father-in-law of Moses, and had pitched his ‘WTP NN WX D'2IUN] DVUNA 198 TV 190N

tent at Elon-bezaanannim, which is near Kedesh. ’Sisera, fled on foot 12 11PN 72N WK YY" 90K IR 193712 01 K001 (1Y) ...
to the tent of Yael, wife of Heber the Kenite; for there was friendship
between King Jabin of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite. 8
Yael came out to greet Sisera and said to him, “Come in, my lord,
come in here, do not be afraid.”
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7.1 Samuel/Shmuel Aleph ch.15

Saul advanced as far as the city of Amalek and lay in wait in the wadi.
5Saul said to the Kenites, “Come, withdraw at once from among the
Amalekites, that | may not destroy you along with them; for you
showed kindness to all the Israelites when they left Egypt.” So the
Kenites withdrew from among the Amalekites

8. Sotah 11a

Rabbi Chiya said in the name of Rabbi Simon: "Three were present
during the consultation (with Pharaoh), Balaam, Job, and Yitro.
Balaam, who advised (to kill the Jews) was killed, Job who was silent,
was judged to suffer great pain, and Yitro who ran away was worthy
to have (great) descendants ...

9. Jeremiah 35

5l set bowls full of wine and cups before the men of the house of the
Rechabites, and said to them, “Have some wine.”

5They replied, “We will not drink wine, for our ancestor, Jonadab son
of Rechab, commanded us: ‘You shall never drink wine, either you or
your children. "Nor shall you build houses or sow fields or plant
vineyards, nor shall you own such things; but you shall live in tents all
your days, so that you may live long upon the land where you
sojourn.’

10. I Chronicles 2:55

The families of the scribes that dwelt at Jabez: the Tirathites, the
Shimeathites, the Sucathites; these are the Kenites who came from
Hammath, father of the house of Rechab.
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When Moses asked for Tzippora’s hand in marriage, Yitro made a condition: “Your firstborn son will be for idolatry; after that,
they may be for the sake of Heaven.” Moses agreed, and made an oath to him, as it states: “Moses consented” (2:21). That is
why the angel wished to kill Moses (Ex.4:24). Immediately Tzippora took a flintstone and circumcised her son...

12. Shemot ch2

A man of the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman...
Some time later, Moses grew up, he went out to his kinsfolk
and witnessed their labors. He saw an Egyptian man beating a
Hebrew man, one of his kinsmen. ?He turned this way and that
and, seeing no man, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in
the sand...

PThey answered, “An Egyptian man rescued us from the
shepherds; he even drew water for us and watered the flock.”
He said to his daughters, “Where is he then? Why did you leave
the man? Ask him in to break bread.” 2!Moses consented to stay
with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah as wife.

2

Aproninw .12

2NN NPT I? N Wk

N I'AN 78 KX NN 9Ta0 0NN 0ma (N
A'NNN NV WIN NIN MIXN WK K1 DNY10]
NINL' XN NN P'TIR 'R ' RXEN2END |91 ()
0'N1 DAV D'PAN "W NINTIWN 0 RYY (a1): 21N
VU1 NN NN ywn? N

N77T 07T 021 D'WYIN TN 127'X0 XD WK [MRNNI ...
T NN N1 M2 98 IR (Q): [NXD NIN PRy
nwn 9811 (N2): 0N 228117 [N PIRN NN NATY
N1 (12): NwNY IN2 Max NN N IR DX DAY
;111121 YIND M AR 1 DY INY DN KPR

See my website www.alexisrael.org and listen to my 929 podcast — The Tanakh Podcast

771NN NN D1 En Y3 ot myn mr ey
www.hatanakh.com



http://www.alexisrael.org/
https://open.spotify.com/show/4Qu9OF1UY1Zia0zBMoCw7v

