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“They are too limited to be truly representative of the situation in Jewish Palestine.
We have what is basically one family’s slice of the economy. Can we honestly claim
that we should generalize from the details of landholding in the Judaean desert region

for the whole of the country?” (Pastor, 1997, 164-165).
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Once it was realized that this is a contract of loan, it was possible to reconstruct the

deed from known formulae in this type of contract (Cotton & Yardeni, 1997, 238)
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