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Students will gain an appreciation of a wide range of classic children’s literature
and be introduced to basic concepts of Bibliotherapy and Object Theater and their
application. Issues to be explored include the invention and erosion of childhood,
family and inter-generational experiences, adolescence, gender, friendship, and
the roles of adults. After each genre that we study, there will be a bibliotherapy
assignment and a discussion about how the literature and this approach can be
adapted for use in the Israeli classroom.
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This course will focus on reading strategies that will enable the students to
comprehend and analyze an academic text in terms of meaning, structure and use
of language. The students will identify text genre, learn and apply relevant reading
strategies and language features to facilitate comprehension. These reading
strategies serve as a model for the future teaching of reading comprehension in the
school system.
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The course will give insights into the fascinating covert processes of the first-
language acquisition starting from early stages of babbling. The knowledge about
this natural process will help us understand similarities and differences between
the mother-tongue acquisition by babies and learning foreign languages in the
classroom. The course will also focus on current theories of language acquisition
that English teachers have to know in order to teach English effectively.
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