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MALBIM: A Parshan whose Time has Come :niy'wn nv
(Dr. Moshe Sokolow (msokolow@yu.edu :nxnn nw

Prophecy that was required for [future] generations was recorded (Megillah 14a)
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Prophecy that was recorded is required for [future] generations (N"NX N1IN)

2. lIsaiah 1:5-6 read as follows (NJPS):

Why do you seek further beatings,
That you continue to offend?
Every head is ailing,

And every heart is sick.

From head to foot

No spot is sound:

All bruises, and welts,

And festering sores—

Not pressed out, not bound up,
Not softened with oil.
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3. Rashi’s commentary

Why are you beaten... A person who was punished (lit. beaten) and
repeats his sin, his friend admonishes him and says to him, ‘For this
you have been punished, yet you do not take heart to say, For this
sin | have been punished; | will not repeat it again.' Here, too, why
are you beaten since you continue disobedience, to turn away from
following the Omnipresent? Is not every head afflicted with illness
and every heart with malaise? Why, then, do you not understand?

ATINI NP7W DTX — DN NN 7y
ANIX ININN 1NN L1INNI0 7V
27 [N 'RENNR? NN e

DN NN 7Y XD QX LTIV INIYYY

AIWUN X7 NP7 0T |N1I0 7y

0'9'0IN ONKX | TYY TNKN —
X700 ,01Mn NXN 1107 N0
X7 nn'1 707 wka D
.11an

4. MALBIM (v.5):

“Every head is sickly:” He seized upon the analogy of the
Jewish nation to an individual suffering pain from head to
toe. General illness is [compared to] a headache because all
feelings emanate from the brain and all the limbs feel its
pain. A lower degree of illness is disease of the heart
because it grants vitality to all the limbs by means of the
flow of blood that circulates through the blood-vessels
from the heart throughout the body, and back again. When
the heart is ill—even if it is to a lesser degree than the
head—a person will feel its specific pain more than that of
a headache. An even more specific illness is one that
spreads throughout all the bodily organs, large and small,
leaving none intact. All this is by way of analogy to the
entire nation, and the analogous portion comes in v.7.
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5. MALBIM (v.6)

“From the soles of the feet” [to the top of the head], including
all the limbs, “nothing is sound”: there is no whole limb with a
natural form; they are all wounded. “Wound” is a laceration
that opens the flesh; “welt” is a blow in which the blood clots
within the flesh. The treatment of a wound is to place a
bandage to cover the open area, so it heals, and the treatment
of a welt is to place softening potions to open the area of the
clot and puss, so they exit the body. When there are both a
wound and a welt in the same place, it cannot be treated
because the treatment of a wound harms the welt and vice
versa. This is his intention [here]: a wound and a welt on the
site of the wound. “A fresh blow” is a blow that continues to
remove the moisture from the bones. Its treatment is to take
potions that dry the leakage and stop it, but it is harmful to
both a wound and a welt that can only be healed while the
flesh is moist and fresh. His intention is that the injuries
become antagonistic [to one another] to the extent that they
are incurable.
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Your country is desolate; your cities are burned with fire. Your land, strangers devour it in your presence. And it
is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.

6. MALBIM (v.7A)

“Your land:” Then he began to explain the moral for which
the analogy was “all heads are sickly,” namely that your land
is desolate. Just as the head represents the entire body, so is
the capital city representative of the whole nation and every
citizen will feel the desolation that occurs in the capital city.
Opposite the analogy of “every heart is ill,” he says: “your
cities are put to the flames,” that every city was torched. Just
as the heart—although it is inferior to the head—other
organs feel its distress more than they feel that of the head.
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Just as heart illness causes fainting and overall weakness, so N VA1 WY 701V UK NISNY
does the burning of cities increase desolation and cause their INI'N OY 270V IND D UK N9
inhabitants to be faint. Opposite the analogy of “from the n"n ,UKIN | NLVN? NATN

sole of the feet to the [top of] the head nothing is sound,”
he now says: “your land,” i.e., each one’s land, “foreigners
eat” its fruits right in front of you, making the destruction and
ruin touch each one individually.
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(v.7B)
How appropriate is this simile: He used two opposites to 1Y 09NV ,NINT INX'7M M1 NNl
exaggerate the pain. A person is distressed when he sees his JTRN ANON 7' Tan7 D' TAann AT
property taken by his enemy, whereas if it is Y1' AN Y DTRD X X' TRN D

destroyed—denying it to them both—he is not so distressed,
and for this he says: “foreigners consume it.” However, on
the other hand, the vanquished nation can take small
consolation seeing that something has remained [intact],
inspiring future hope for its owners, and for this he says that DNIN' INK TXN D7IN .ANIX DF7IIN
it will be as desolate as if overturned by a flashflood, leaving TV AR NV X 1N NXIMN Dy
no hope for its owners. How expressive is his use of NN WHTIVEYIRD NMRY ARW]
“foreigners” (D7), which is homonymous. D ,NK NT INWY ,T'NYa 1M7va7
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The commentator's psychological distinction is:

nTN (charadah) TN (pachad)

Sudden alarm Enduring fear

Triggered by immediate encounter Exists even when the object is absent
Often caused by surprise Often caused by imagination or uncertainty

May disappear once the thing is seen clearly  Persists because the thing remains unknown

In modern terms, nTN here is closer to startle, panic, or acute alarm, whereas TN is a more
sustained fear rooted in one's conception of a threat rather than in its immediate presence.

10. Naftali Herz Weisel (Wessely, 1725-1805): '71ya Ja
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11. MALBIM'’s Introduction to his commentary to Isaiah.

,NX"7N 790 K71 ,anKn 790 X7, 11y 790 K7 .NIW NN 1y 790 0'RMIN NIX'7N KXNI XY e

J7190 NIn My X7 QRIELTRR 7wUniny 09N QY K7, TNR D1YY DPOSYN Y XY

N11D 'M72an NPNA 1NN D17V IX NI L0719 IX D'UIYON ,0NINANNAL D'NNIN NIX'Y7NA INYNI XY e
,XINN INXN2 X277 D'N2IN DNY TA7 X7 ,0NKN 72 201N DNy 0725901 NNl NN 7w 1Y ,nTnim
TN N7IPY DZRN DXYRN NIt 73 D, NNNKR 7R MDD NN RN YN CWoR it X7 DA D
NND1 21WN NTA7 X' X WX ,NI'YN NndNN NTR2 0MI90I1 D'IN DML DAY ,NYTAENNdNN
21T

22U [1'VAN P NN L,WANIN X7 w7 ,nnwl X720, I R N9 OIRMNIN NINYNA KXNI X7 e
2TX 7'AX DI'K NNL,09NA 0N NN LD 'N 7R 0710 0N D'A7R NNAT D ,12 N2IAN (DY X7 AT
Ralil

12. Maimonides: “13 Articles of Faith”
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13. Abrabanel (Jeremiah 49:9):
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14. MALBIM: Intro to Jeremiah
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15. Yaakov Elman

Thus, in order to shore up the authority of the Bible, including the Prophets, Malbim “promoted” the prophetic
authors to the grade Maimonides assigns—uniquely—to Moses, that is, the twelfth degree of prophecy, in
which he receives God'’s revelation with marvelous exactitude and without any human admixture... Malbim, in
his need to set the Prophets and Writings alongside the Pentateuch (at least for an Orthodox audience) ascribed
to the prophets precisely those qualities that Maimonides ascribed to Moses alone.
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